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What is the Report About? (Executive Summary)

1. The purpose of this report is to seek the Cabinet’s agreement to respond to the 
consultation on Barrow Borough Council Local Plan - Consultation on Proposed 
Changes to the Housing Requirement and Proposed Amendments to the 
Proposals Map.  When adopted, this Plan will identify key development sites in 
Barrow up to 2031. 

2. The current consultation follows a detailed consultation on the full Local Plan in 
2017 and is focused on three issues.  These relate to proposals to reduce the 
annual housing requirement, an increase the area in which energy development 
will be encouraged and designation of an area of open space within Askam.

Recommendation of the Corporate Director

3. It is recommended that Cabinet approves the strategic response contained in 
Appendix 1 – Technical Appendix for submission to Barrow Borough Council.

Background to the Proposals

4. The planning system in England is ‘plan led’, whereby there is a statutory duty 
for all Local Planning Authorities to prepare a Local Plan for their area. 

5. National planning guidance includes a “Duty to Cooperate” requiring that the   
Borough Council works with the County Council during the development of the 
Local Plan. Such effective relationships should ensure that the County Council’s 
interests as a planning authority and infrastructure and service provider are 
appropriately taken into account in the development of Local Plan Policy.

6. The County Council has responded to earlier stages of consultation during the 
development of the Local Plan. Informal officer comments were provided in 
response to the Issues and Options Consultation in December 2014. Cabinet 
endorsed the response to consultations on Preferred Options in October 2015, 
on the Publication Local Plan in December 2016 and the Pre-Submission Local 
Plan in September 2017. 



7. To support the plan, a detailed Infrastructure Delivery Plan has been prepared, 
the development of which included significant input from Cumbria County 
Council.

8. After the current consultation, the Borough Council will submit the Local Plan to 
the Secretary of State for independent Examination during 2018.  The Planning 
Inspectorate will then determine whether this Plan is legally compliant. Subject 
to the successful completion of this process, the Borough Council would then 
be able to adopt this Plan. 

9. The current consultation is focused on three issues where Barrow Borough 
Council wishes to undertake significant changes following the previous 
consultation round:

 The proposed housing requirement – the quantum of which will see a 
modest reduction;

 Extension of the Energy Uses Opportunity Area – an area in which 
energy development will be encouraged; and 

 Designation of open land at Walker Street / James Street in Askam as 
Green Space. 

10.While it is proposed that no objections be raised; changes are recommended:

 The Energy Uses Opportunity Area - it is recommended the policy is 
amended to ensure development prejudicial to the North West Coastal 
Connections project does not take place.

 The annual housing requirement - it is recommended that within the 
policy, the housing requirement is clearly expressed as a minimum target 
meaning that opportunities to bring forward additional development that 
meets the needs of the community can be accommodated.

   
Local Member Feedback

11.A presentation regarding the consultation was given by officers to Members at 
the meeting of the Barrow Local Committee on 17 January 2018.  Feedback 
from Members is attached at Appendix 2. Appendix 2 also explains how the 
member feedback has been incorporated into the full technical response at 
Appendix 1. 

Options Considered and Risks Identified

Option (a)

12.The response outlined in this Report is agreed and provided to Barrow Borough 
Council.



Option (b) 

13.Cabinet amends the response outlined in this Report before it is provided to 
Barrow Borough Council.

Option (c)

14.Do not respond. However this would undermine any opportunities to influence 
the drafting of the Local Plan and its evidence in line with the Duty to Cooperate 

Reasons for the recommendation/Key benefits 

15.The recommended approach will help:

 ensure the Council’s interests and priorities are reflected within the Local 
Plan.

 ensure the integration of Local Plan growth and infrastructure planning.
 ensure the deliverability of the Local Plan; and
 ensure the Local Plan maximises economic growth opportunities.

Financial – What Resources will be needed and how will it be Funded?

16.There are no direct financial implications arising from the recommendations 
contained within this report.  However the key developments set out within the 
resulting Local Plan will have implications for the Council, these will become 
clearer as the planning process progresses. (PCameron 26.1.18)

Legal Aspects – What Needs to be Considered?

17.There are no direct legal implications arising from the recommendations  
proposed however, once adopted, the Barrow Borough Council Local Plan will 
have implications for the planning applications made in the area covered by the 
Local Plan. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
provides that planning applications must be determined in accordance with the 
development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.    
Therefore a robust response to the consultation upon Local Plan documents is 
essential to ensure the Council’s objectives for economic growth, infrastructure 
and service delivery and environmental protection are supported.

18. It is a function of Cabinet to agree responses to consultation papers when  
appropriate. This is provided for at paragraph 2.1(m) of Part 2B of the  
Constitution.(PC comments 24.1.18)

Council Plan Priority – How do the Proposals Contribute to the Delivery of 
the Council’s Stated Objectives?

19.The relevant Council Plan priority is:

Infrastructure: To provide a safe and well managed highway network, secure
infrastructure improvements and support local economic growth.



20.Supporting the development of the Local Plan will contribute to delivery of the 
Council’s priority by ensuring new development can be accommodated within 
the highway network and that infrastructure needed to support local growth is 
identified and is deliverable.

What is the Impact of the Decision on Health Inequalities and Equality and 
Diversity Issues?

21.Local Plan preparation follows detailed procedures for public engagement that 
Barrow Borough Council must adhere to.

Appendices and Background Documents

(a) Appendix 1 - Technical Response - Response to Barrow Borough 
Council Local Plan – Consultation on Proposed Change to the Housing 
Requirement 

(c) Appendix 2 - Local Member Comments

Key Facts

Electoral Division(s): All Electoral Divisions in Barrow 
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Previous relevant Council or Executive decisions
Cabinet endorsed the response to the response to the following consultations: 
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